
 

 

 
 

 

Wisconsin Trust Account Foundation, Inc. 

July 2022 
 

 

The Wisconsin Trust Account Foundation, Inc. (WisTAF) is pleased to announce that it is seeking applications for 
grant proposals to provide civil legal services for low-income individuals who need legal assistance to 
recover from the COVID 19 pandemic. Allowable legal services will be limited to civil matters related to or arising 
out of negative economic impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic, and only those clients at or below 185 percent of 
the Federal Poverty Guidelines for their household size will be eligible to receive services.  
 
Estimated release of application materials: July 29, 2022 
 
Deadline to apply: August 19, 2022 

 

In March 2022, Governor Tony Evers announced $7,936,000 in funding to support Wisconsinites who need legal 
assistance to recover from the COVID-19 pandemic. Funds for this project are part of the federal American Rescue 
Plan Act’s (ARPA) State and Local Fiscal Recovery Fund (SLFRF), passed through the Wisconsin Department of 
Children & Families (DCF) to WisTAF for development and administration of a civil legal services grant program. 
The funding allocation has two components: 

 $7,812,000 to fund COVID-19 related civil legal services.  

 $124,000 to build a Wisconsin Law Help website, a user-friendly online legal assistance portal that will help 
Wisconsinites access accurate legal information and referrals.  
 

DCF and WisTAF executed a contract for the administration of the COVID-19 Civil Legal Services grant program 
on June 21, 2022. (Note: The Wisconsin Law Help web portal project is not part of this program description.)  

Federal awarding agency name:  U.S. Department of the Treasury 

Assistance Listing # (formerly CFDA):  21.027 Coronavirus State and Local Fiscal Recovery Funds 

 

WisTAF is accepting applications for initial grant awards covering allowable expenses incurred between April 1, 
2022 and June 30, 2024. The total dollar amount of initial grants will be dependent on the number, type, and quality 
of proposals received. Grant payments will be made on a monthly reimbursement basis.  
 
WisTAF reserves the right to set allocation amounts and grant terms/cycles in a way that maximizes effectiveness 
and efficiency. Any funds remaining after the initial allocation (performance period) will be awarded in a subsequent 
cycle. All funds will be awarded and expended by June 30, 2025 per DCF contractual requirements.    
 
Notice of this funding opportunity will be posted on the WisTAF website and will be distributed via email to 
current WisTAF grantees, members of the Civil Legal Aid Alliance of Wisconsin, and other organizations identified 
as having potential capacity to use the funds in serving eligible clients. 

https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/21.027-SLFRF-2022-Compliance-Supplement.pdf


 

 

WisTAF is seeking grant proposals to provide legal services in civil matters for low-income individuals who 
need legal assistance to recover from the COVID-19 pandemic. Proposed project strategies may consist of a 
broad range of legal services including counseling, advice, and representation. Proposals should reflect 
expertise/experience providing civil legal aid, an understanding of the current needs and challenges faced by low-
income individuals and communities affected by COVID-19, and knowledge of successful models for meeting those 
needs. Applicants should identify established and/or planned partnerships that are necessary to achieve the stated 
goals of their grant proposals.  
 
Applicants have flexibility in proposing to offer the services using current delivery models, or to explore new 
opportunities (ex. forming new partnerships, utilizing new delivery models, etc.) to respond to the demand for 
COVID-19 related legal services from the eligible client population.  
 
The report “Access to Justice in the Age of COVID-19. A Roundtable Report, September 2021,”identified the following civil 
legal areas as specifically linked to the needs of low-income individuals to overcome the challenges COVID-19 has 
inflicted on their lives and well-being, however, a wide variety of COVID-related legal problems may be addressed 
by grant proposals: 

1. Housing and eviction representation; 

2. Healthcare, including benefits, unemployment and medical-legal partnerships; 

3. Public benefits; 

4. Consumer protection, including debt collection; 

5. Immigration. 
 
In addition, there are also special groups that have lacked access to civil legal services, and where the impact of 
COVID-19 have been disproportionally higher, such as: 

 Indian country: As the U.S. Secretary of the Interior, Deb Haaland, stated, “Access to justice is critical for 
every American, but in Indigenous communities it has been historically neglected, underfunded and under-
resourced.”1  

Neighborhoods (zip codes) where minorities in poverty represent more than half the population. The table 
below shows the zip codes where the mixture of racial minorities and low-income households is more 
concentrated in the state of Wisconsin. Source: census.gov and http://zipatlas.com/us/wisconsin.htm. 
Accessed 6/22/22. 
 

Zip 
Code 

City Total 
households 

% African 
Americans 

% Other 
Racial 

Minorities 

Median 
Household 

Income 

Employment Rate 

53206 Milwaukee 8,543 96.1% 1.0% $29,260 42.8% 

53205 Milwaukee 3,304 86.7% 7.1% $20,597 45.9% 

53216 Milwaukee 12,558 75.7% 2.5% $36,171 57.3% 

53210 Milwaukee 9,348 60.3% 3.5% $36,378 54.3% 

53204 Milwaukee 13,459 8.2% 41.8% $33,625 57.6% 

 

 People with disabilities.2 
 
In reaching eligible clients, applicants may wish to consider these data points.  
 

 

                                                 
1 Legal Aid Interagency Roundtable. Access to Justice in the Age of COVID-19. A Roundtable Report, September 2021. Washington 
D.C. The White House. P. 40. 
2 “Triple jeopardy: disable people and the COVID-19 pandemic.” The Lancet, Vo. 397. April 10, 2021. 

https://www.justice.gov/ag/page/file/1445356/download
http://zipatlas.com/us/wisconsin.htm


 

 

WisTAF is conducting an open application process. Current or past WisTAF funding is not a prerequisite for 
receiving a grant award. However, we permit and encourage collaboration among strategic partners (civil legal aid 
organizations, pro bono or low bono lawyers, community organizations, and other nonprofits, as appropriate) to 
provide legal services under this grant.  
 
WisTAF will not make grants to/for: 

 individual persons;  

 support religious activities;  

 political campaigns or organizations designed primarily for lobbying;  

 agencies of local, state or federal government; or  

 non-civil legal services.  
 

All applicants are required to have a valid SAM.gov registration and Unique Entity Identifier. Visit SAM.gov for 
more information.  

 

WisTAF reserves the right to evaluate applicants and award funds in a manner utilizing criteria selected at WisTAF’s 
discretion and in the best interest of meeting the objectives of the funding involved. The evaluation will be 
conducted by the following method: WisTAF will initially evaluate all applications to determine whether the 
applicant is an eligible entity; whether the applicant proposes to offer services which address the articulated needs of 
the target COVID-19 affected client population/s; and whether the applicant poses risk of noncompliance with 
federal statutes, regulations, and the terms and conditions of the subaward, such that WisTAF should not award 
funding. WisTAF will conduct a fair, impartial, and comprehensive evaluation of all submitted applications. 
 
WisTAF will give special consideration to proposals which: 

 Demonstrate organizational excellence.  
WisTAF will consider: 

 the expertise and experience of the applicant providing civil legal services;  

 track record of successful execution of similar projects;  

 the stability of the organization infrastructure as will impact its ability, as necessary, to hire, retrain, 
supervise attorneys, paralegals and other legal assistants; 

 applicant’s demonstrated understanding of federal funding compliance requirements and ability to 
implement appropriate tools/processes required to effectively administer the grant (ex. budgeting, 
financial management/accounting and audit systems, reporting scope and frequency)   

 Offer creative and innovative approaches for providing the civil legal services needed by the target COVID-
19 impacted client population/s;   

 Identify opportunities for collaboration among strategic partners, as appropriate, to reach the target 
COVID-19 impacted client population/s;  

 Effectively describe anticipated service outcomes. WisTAF will consider the anticipated outcomes of the 
services, including the anticipated number of people that will be served. 
 

In addition, all funding decisions will be guided by WisTAF’s mission:  

The Wisconsin Trust Account Foundation Inc. (WisTAF) works with civil legal aid organizations in Wisconsin to increase access 
to justice. We oversee funds and invest in services and projects to help people resolve legal problems. 

 

https://sam.gov/content/home


 

 

 

Individuals receiving services through this program must be at or below 185 percent of the Federal Poverty 
Guidelines (FPG) for the size of their households based on the most recently published poverty guidelines by the 
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS). The table below presents current data as of Feb. 1, 2022.  

Family Size 185% FPL (Monthly) 185 FPL (Annually) 

1 $2,095.23 $25,142.76 

2 $2,822.79 $33,873.48 

3 $3,550.46 $42,605.52 

4 $4,278.13 $51,337.56 

5 $5,005.79 $60,069.48 

6 $5,733.46 $68,801.52 

7 $6,461.13 $77,533.56 

8 $7,188.79 $86,265.48 

9 $7,916.46 $94,997.52 

10 $8,644.13 $103,729.56 

Each additional person $727.66  

 
Source: Wisconsin Department of Health Services. https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/medicaid/fpl.htm.  

 

Allowable legal services will be limited to civil matters related to or arising out of negative economic impacts of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

 
WisTAF will make reimbursement-based payments for costs that are consistent with the DCF Allowable Cost Policy 
Manual and applicable Federal allowable cost principles. Program expenditures and descriptions of 
allowable costs are further described in 2 CFR Part 200 and 45 CFR Part 75, where applicable. 
 
Note:  Uniform Guidance, 2 CFR 200, Subpart E - Cost Principles applies to this program. Up to ten 
percent of reimbursed funds may be requested as administrative expenses. 

 

Grant recipients must have the ability and will be required to collect and submit data on services provided, usage of 
grant funds, outcomes achieved, client demographics, and other information relevant to the programs funded under 
this grant, as requested.  
 
Grantees must submit reports to WisTAF that include detailed qualitative and quantitative data on the types and 
numbers of services provided. Grantees shall provide WisTAF with all information necessary to comply with all 
requirements of the uses of ARPA-SLFRF funds, as well as the information DCF deems necessary to accomplish 
any programmatic planning and oversight reporting, public transparency reporting, and subrecipient monitoring.  

 
Grantees must submit a final report to WisTAF within three (3) months after spending the full amount of the grant. 

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/medicaid/fpl.htm
https://dcf.wisconsin.gov/files/finance/fias/pdf/dcfallowablecostmanual.pdf
https://dcf.wisconsin.gov/files/finance/fias/pdf/dcfallowablecostmanual.pdf
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-2/subtitle-A/chapter-II/part-200/subpart-E
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-45/subtitle-A/subchapter-A/part-75
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-2/subtitle-A/chapter-II/part-200/subpart-E


 

 

 
 

July 29, 2022 Release grant materials to prospective applicants 

Aug. 19 Application submission deadline 

Week of 
Sept. 26 

Grants/Evaluation Committee meeting – Grant application review and funding 
recommendation 

Oct. 14 WisTAF Board of Directors grant recommendation approval 

Oct. 17 Notification of grant awards  

Oct. 31 Executed grant conditions agreements and required documents/materials due 

Nov. 15 Submission of initial reimbursement requests (for expenses incurred on or after April 1, 
2022) 

Dec. 1 Initial grant reimbursements paid 

 
Note:  Allowable grant expenses will be submitted, verified, and reimbursed on a monthly basis. 

 

Because the funds to support the activities under this grant program involve federal funds, usage of these funds is 
subject to federal law, in addition to any applicable state law. ARPA SLFRF awards are generally subject to the 
requirements set forth in the Uniform Guidance. Grant recipients should review and familiarize themselves with 
Uniform Guidance requirements. 
 
Applicants must be willing and prepared to abide by state and federal regulations governing grants and human 
services programs, including federal restrictions on the use of State and Local Fiscal Recovery Funds authorized in 
the American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA). 


